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LECTURE EXAMINES U.N.-U.S. RELATIONSHIP 
MISSOULA —
An upcoming lecture at The University of Montana will examine the increasingly 
fragile relationship between the United Nations and the United States.
“U.S./U.N.: Can This Marriage Be Saved?” will be held from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 3, in Gallagher Building Room 123. The event is free and open to the public.
The speaker, Gillian Sorenson, is senior adviser at the United Nations Foundation. She 
is the foundation’s advocate on matters related to the United Nations and to the role played by 
the United States within the international community of nation-states.
Established in 1997 by businessman Ted Turner through a historic $1 billion gift, the 
UN Foundation supports children’s health, the environment and population issues worldwide.
Sorenson served from 1997 to 2003 as U.N. assistant secretary-general for external 
relations on appointment from Secretary-General Kofi Annan. As a member of the secretary- 
general’s inner circle, she had a role in his communications strategy and schedule planning.
She served as U.N. special adviser for public policy to Secretary-General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali for four years before that.
She also served for 12 years as New York City commissioner for the United Nations, 
heading the city’s liaison with the world’s largest diplomatic community.
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Also on Tuesday, May 3, Sorenson will also appear at a reception from 3:45 to 4:10 
p.m. in Math Building Room 203. Refreshments will be provided. Then she will give a 
seminar titled “U.N. Reform: An Inside Perspective” from 4:15 to 5 p.m. in Math 203. Both 
events are free and open to the public.
Sorenson’s visit is sponsored by the United Nations Foundation, Montana Chapter of 
UNA-USA, Department of Political Science, Office of International Programs, Mansfield 
Center, World Affairs Council, Pi Sigma Alpha and Montana Model United Nations.
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